
 Good news!    
Akron PFLAG will 
host the 2011 State 
PFLAG meeting. It 
will be held next April and 
we will keep you posted as 
to where, when and what 
the activities will be.  

 Every State meeting 
addresses important topics, 
features excellent speakers, 
and encourages plenty of 
input from those attending. 
Just as important are the 
continued and renewed 
friendships that have devel-
oped over the years be-
tween our Ohio chapter 
members. It’s always a 
good time and we look for-
ward to hosting the event. 

 On to other things: 
Where do people get their 
brain cells? Here are two 
examples: 

 First, Sen. James In-

CHAPTER 
MEETINGS 

 
Akron PFLAG 
June 17, 7:00 pm 

N. Springfield Presbyt.  
671 N. Canton Rd. 

 
Cleveland PFLAG 

June 8, July 13 
7:30 pm 

Trinity Episcopal  
2230 Euclid Ave,, 44115 

 
Alliance PFLAG 
June 29, 7:00 pm 

Union Ave. Methodist  
S. Union Ave. 

 
Wooster PFLAG 
June 17, 7:00 pm 

Universalist Fellowship  
3186 Burbank Rd. 

Please call ahead to confirm. 
 

Youngstown PFLAG 
June 20,  3:00 pm 

Stonewall Comm. Ctr.  
1523 Poland Ave. 
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packed into teeny, tiny 
brains so that none of the 
above can tumble out. In-
stead, hate, fear and igno-
rance prevail. 

 But there’s always a 
bright side. Laura Bush and 
Cindy McCain are in favor of 
marriage for all! I repeat: 
Laura Bush and Cindy 
McCain are in favor of mar-
riage for all! And that’s from 
deep in the heart of Texas 
and Arizona. Thank you, la-
dies, for speaking your 
minds. 

 Finally, summer is a-
coming in and the Cleveland 
and Columbus Pride pa-
rades will be separate week-
ends this year, so we can 
march in both! In Columbus, 
all the Ohio PFLAG chapters 
will march as one group. The 
impact of many PFLAGers 
together should be huge. So, 
let’s get into walking shape 
to do two Pride parades! 

By Ed Kancler, Akron chapter president 

hofe of Oklahoma speaking 
on gays in the military:  

 “And you know...I hap-
pen to be Army, and Army 
and Marines always feel 
that when we’re out there, 
we’re not doing it for the 
flag or country; we’re doing 
it for the guy in the next fox-
hole. And [gays in the mili-
tary] would dramatically 
change that.” 

 Second, the Pope, 
speaking in Portugal, said 
that gay marriage is one of 
the most “insidious and 

dangerous 
threats” to 
the world 
today. 

 Ah! 
Kindness, 
love of fel-
low man, 
compas-
sion and 
under-
standing all 
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AKRON CHAPTER 
PO Box 5471  

Akron, OH 44334  
 

WWW .PFLAGAKRON .ORG 
 

HELPLINE:  
330-342-5825 

 

Executive Board 
President-Ed Kancler; VP-Bill Libby; 
Secretary-Joe Gardner; Treasurer-Trish 
Casserly; At Large-Chris Goldthorpe, 
David Horowitz, Marie Libby, Audrey 
Kancler, Joy Watts, Jim Lake, Sue & 
Chuck Magilavy, Bob Menapace 

 

Committee Chairs 
Membership-Trish Casserly; Program-
open; Publicity-Marie Libby; Library-
David Greene; Hospitality-Rada Jenkins; 
Newsletter-Audrey Kancler 

 

CLEVELAND CHAPTER 
615 Prospect St.  
Berea, OH 44017  

 

WWW .PFLAGCLEVELAND .ORG 
mail@pflagcleveland.org  

 

INFOLINE:  
216-556-1701 

 

Executive Board 
President-Sharon Groh-Wargo; VP-Jes 
Sellers; Secretary-Marianne Buccini; 
Treasurer-Art Thomson; At Large-Alan 
Cohen, Diana DeForest, Craig Hoffman; 
Legislative Coordinator-Tom Roese; 
Newsletter-Pat Brandt; Snacks-Gail 
Smith; Librarian-Gene Ashley; 
Webmaster-Quentin Jamieson 

Our Mission 
 

 PFLAG promotes the health 
and well-being of gay, lesbian, 
bisexual, and transgender 
persons, their families and friends 
through SUPPORT to cope with 
an adverse society; EDUCATION 
to enlighten an ill-informed public; 
and ADVOCACY to end 
discrimination and to secure equal 
civil rights. 

 PFLAG provides opportunity 
for dialogue about sexual 
orientation and gender identity 
and acts to create a society that is 
healthy and respectful of human 
diversity. 

������

 Old Lesbians Organizing for 
Change (OLOC) will host a national 
gathering for lesbian women over 60 in 
Cleveland July 14-18. 

 “Old Lesbian Pride: Sharpening the 
Radical Edge” will take place at the 
Skyline Hotel and Conference Center 
of Independence, 5300 Rockside Rd. 

 Keynote speakers include: author 
Margaret Cruikshank, who has written 
two books on culture and aging; OLOC 

Old Lesbians national gathering 
co-founder Vera Martin; archaeologist 
and petroglyphs expert Marilyn Jes-
main who will share myths about 
women from many cultures; and author 
Sheila Ortiz Taylor, who won a legal 
battle to have her relationship recog-
nized in Florida. 

 Workshops, a dinner/dance, and 
presentation of the first Del Martin Old 
Lesbian Pride Award. For info call 888-
706-7506 or email info@oloc.org. 

������
������

Gay/Lesbian Invitational Fellowship Tournament —7:00 p.m. Bowling tour-
nament at Freeway Lanes of Parma, 12859 Brookpark Road, with cruise on 
the Goodtime III on June 12. Call 216-481-4417 or www.clevelandgift.org.  

�����
�	�

Transgender and Christian —5:00 p.m. Discussion of spiritual struggles and 
gender reassignment.  Part of the Diversity Dialogues series for youth ages 
14-24 at the Cleveland LGBT Center, 6600 Detroit Ave. Info: 216-651-5428 or 
www.lgbtcleveland.org. 

�����
�
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North Coast Men’s Chorus  annual Pride concert — “Divalicious” at Waetjen 
Auditorium, 2001 Euclid Ave., Cleveland. Tickets and info: 
www.ncmchorus.org. 

�����
�
�

Columbus Pride Parade —See page 3 for more info. 

�����
�	�

Cleveland Pride Parade and Festival —See page 3 for more info. 


������
���

Cleveland PFLAG 25th Anniversary Celebration —More information coming 
soon! 

More on 

 Our congratulations to Rabbi David Horowitz, who will step into 
the role of president of the PFLAG National board of directors this 
November.  
 David has served as vice president since 2008 and is a great 
advocate for our cause at the national level. 

Horowitz new National board president 
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The 22nd annual 
Cleveland Pride 
Festival will be held 
on Saturday, June 
26 at Voinovich Park 
from noon to 8:00 
p.m. 

Cleveland’s 
Pride parade, rally 
and festival is a tra-
dition attended by 
LGBT and non-
LGBT community 
members throughout 
Northeast Ohio. We 
always try to have a good PFLAG 
showing at the parade. 

This event was moved back a 
week to allow Clevelanders to also 
attend Columbus Pride activities 
being held on June 19 (see box at 
right). 

The parade marches at 1:00 
p.m. from West 3rd St. and St. Clair 
Ave. to the festival grounds at 

Voinovich Park at the north end of 
East 9th St. The festival runs from 
1:00-8:00 p.m. For marching/festival 
info: www.clevelandpride.org. 

PFLAG Brunch  
Cleveland PFLAG will host its 

22nd annual Pride brunch at Old 
Stone Church on Public Square at 
10:00 a.m. The event is free and 
open to the community.  

Columbus 
Pride parade 
  

 Columbus will host its annual 
Pride parade on Saturday, June 
19. We have several Northeast 
Ohio PFLAGers who attend this 
event. Info: www.columbuspride. 
org. 

Join the PRIDE festivities  

Equality Ohio 
Pride 
  

 Every year Equality Ohio has 
a presence at the major Pride 
events in Ohio. We have five 
weekends of Pride events in the 
state this summer.  

 If you are interested in volun-
teering in Dayton, Toledo, 
Youngstown, Cleveland, Colum-
bus, Akron, Bowling Green or 
Cincinnati, contact us at 
kim@equalityohio.org. 

Support Group 
Parking Update  

 PFLAGers who 
attend the monthly 
support group 
meetings, please 

note that overflow parking may be 
available in the CSU south garage. 
The entrance is located one block 
west on East 21st St. between 
Prospect and Carnegie.  

 Pull into the entrance and push 
the green button to obtain your 
ticket. Tickets must be validated at 
the Trinity Commons reception 
desk. 

 There is a pedestrian access on 
the Trinity Commons side of the 

garage, near East 22nd.  

 Priority parking at Trinity Com-
mons is reserved for those with 
valid handicap auto passes. 
 

PFLAG Support 
Group Alternative 
Program  

 Our alternative 
program this month 
will be held in Room 5 at Trinity 
Commons on June 8 at 7:30 p.m. 

 Attorney Maria Shinn will ad-
dress estate planning, probate ad-
ministration and elder law matters 
as well as legal matters for LGBT 
people, partners and parents. 

Cleveland PFLAG program updates 
Summer Forum Series  

 Trinity hosts this open series on 
Sundays at 10:10 a.m. All programs 
are free and open to the public. 

June 13 —"The Seven Texts of Ter-
ror" on how the Bible has been 
used against LGBT people. 

June 20 —Harry Knox preaching at 
9am and 11:15am; Forum at 
10:10am 

 Harry Knox is the director of the 
Human Rights Campaign's Religion 
and Faith Program.  He also serves 
on President Barack Obama’s Advi-
sory Council on Faith-Based and 
Neighborhood Partnerships. 
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 The Akron Pride Center and Community AIDS Net-
work announce the annual “Day in the Sun” fest to cele-
brate Akron Pride on Saturday, June 27 from 12:00-8:00 
p.m. at Lock 3 (200 S. Main St.). 

 Festivities include live entertainment, bands, door 
prizes, scavenger hunt for kids, cornhole tournament and 
more!  

 Cost is $5 per person or $10 per family. Proceeds 
benefit Akron Pride Center. For more info, visit 
www.AkronPrideCenter.org or call 330-252-1559. 

��
to promote Akron Pride 

8:00 p.m.-1:00 a.m. 
30325 Palisades Parkway 

Wickliffe 44092 

 Have a blast in the past at a 
roller disco and dance party on July 
16 to benefit the LGBT Center of 
Greater Cleveland. 

 This 18 and over event includes 
roller skating, dance floor, air 
hockey, DJ, costume contest, hourly 
raffles, skatesaurus, food, beer and 
wine. 

 Tickets are $20 in advance or 
$25 at the door and include skates, 

LGBT Center benefit event 
nachos or pizza, and drink ticket 
good for soda, beer or wine. 

 Night will feature DJ Jerry 
Szoka playing hits from the 70s, 
80s, and 90s, as well as a live per-
formance by hip hop artist Captain 
Magik.  

 Palisades Parkway is 20 min-
utes from downtown Cleveland. For 
more info go online to: http://
rollerdiscodanceparty.webs.com/ 

 The US Centers for Disease 
Control and Prevention (CDC) esti-
mates that one out of every five 
people living with HIV in the U.S. is 
unaware of their HIV status.  

 On June 27, state and local 
health departments, community-
based organizations, HIV testing 
sites, and AIDS service providers 
across the country will participate in 
events for National HIV Testing 
Day. These activities will include 

health fairs, community education, 
special events, and extended test-
ing hours.  

 For event information and a list 
of local HIV testing providers, visit 
www.hivtest.org. 

June 27 is National HIV Testing Day �����	
����
�
���
�������������������������

 
2nd Tuesday of each Month 

5:15-8:00 p.m. 
 

The Red Ribbon Connection 
2215th Street NW 

Canton, OH 
 

330-455-3835 
 

Brought to you by a partnership between 
The Red Ribbon Connection and  

Planned Parenthood of NEO 
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 If you haven’t browsed a dic-
tionary lately, you might have 
missed it. But the top dictionary 
publishers have all altered their defi-
nitions of marriage over the past 
decade to include same-sex unions.  

 American Heritage was the first 
in 2000, adding to its definition of 
marriage: "A union between two 
persons having the customary but 
usually not the legal force of mar-
riage: a same-sex marriage."  

 The Oxford English Dictionary, 
since 2000 has included in the defi-

nition of marriage the phrase "long-
term relationships between partners 
of the same sex." 

 In 2003, Webster's included in 
its definition: "the state of being 
united to a person of the same sex 
in a relationship like that of a tradi-
tional marriage."  

 In 2004, in its eighth edition, 
Black's added "same-sex marriage" 
to its entry, recognizing that "same-
sex couples have successfully chal-
lenged the laws against same-sex 
marriage" in a number of states.  

Dictionaries recognize same-sex marriage 
 The 2008 Webster's Contempo-
rary School and Office Dictionary 
says nothing gendered about mar-
riage at all. The entry simply states 
that marriage is "the state of being 
united to another person as a con-
tractual relationship according to 
law or custom."  

 Webster's brushed off criticism 
that it was choosing sides with the 
expanded definition. According to 
the editor, it was "a simple matter of 
providing our readers with accurate 
information about all of the word's 
current uses." 

 The AIDS Vaccine Advocacy 
Coalition is expected to release in 
July a report on the effects of an 
AIDS vaccine trial in Thailand, the 
first to show that a vaccine has the 
ability to protect humans from HIV 
infection. 

 RV144 is a joint project of the 
U.S. and Thai governments. The 
study in Thailand evaluated a 2-step 
regimen of two different AIDS vac-
cine candidates. The regimen pro-

vided about 30 percent protection 
from HIV.  

 Although not enough to thrill 
public health authorities, it does 
negate previous predictions that a 
vaccine would have no effect on 
infection rates. 

 The AVAC released part of the 
report on May 18, World AIDS Vac-
cine Day. The full report is expected 
to be released July 18. 

AIDS vaccine shows some promise 

 Independent candidate for the Ohio Sen-
ate, Nickie Antonio, will run unopposed this 
fall becoming the first openly gay state law-
maker in the state. 

 Antonio, who sits on the Lakewood city 
council, won the Democratic primary on May 
4. No Republican filed in the heavily Democ-
ratic district, meaning her name will be the 
only one on the ballot. 

 Antonio told the Cleveland Plain Dealer 
she’d be proud to be the first gay state legis-

Ohio’s first out senator from Lakewood 
lator, but that’s not why she ran. 

 “Hopefully, once the first [openly gay] 
thing is done, there doesn’t need to be so 
much of a focus on that. How to best fix the 
hole in the budget—that’s not an issue where 
sexual orientation makes a difference,” she 
said. 

 Antonio’s election will mean only 18 
states in the nation have no openly gay law-
maker in their state legislatures, including 
Florida, Texas and Pennsylvania.  



�Page 6 Northeast Ohio PFLAG 

�� � � � � � � � 	 � 
 � � � � � � 
 � 
 � � � � � � � � � � ��� � � � � � � � 	 � 
 � � � � � � 
 � 
 � � � � � � � � � � ��� � � � � � � � 	 � 
 � � � � � � 
 � 
 � � � � � � � � � � ��� � � � � � � � 	 � 
 � � � � � � 
 � 
 � � � � � � � � � � � � ���

 Senator Al Franken and 22 co-
sponsors have introduced the Stu-
dent Non-Discrimination Act in the 
U.S. Senate as a means to help 
ensure that students are respected 
and can learn in an environment 
free from harassment and discrimi-
nation. 

 The bill was hailed by GLSEN 
and the Human Rights Campaign. 

 The Senate version is 
a companion bill to H.R. 
4530, introduced by 
Rep. Jared Polis in the 
House earlier this year. 
Both bills would prohibit 
discrimination in schools 
on the basis of actual or 
perceived sexual orien-
tation and/or gender 
identity/expression. Rep. 
Polis’ bill has the support 
of over 100 representa-
tives. 

 “Every child deserves an equal 
education free from discrimination, 
harassment and bullying. Unfortu-
nately, LGBT students have histori-
cally been alienated, harassed, and 
bullied in their schools, with little or 
no intervention from school person-
nel,” said Human Rights Campaign 
President Joe Solmonese.  

 “No student should feel scared 
when walking into their school and 

Federal act would end discrimination in schools 
this legislation would require imme-
diate and appropriate action to stop 
the discrimination that our youth 
have endured for far too long.” 

 Discrimination based on sexual 
orientation and gender identity con-
tributes to high school dropout 
rates, absenteeism, adverse health 
consequences, and academic un-
derachievement among LGBT 
youth. When left unchecked, such 
discrimination has led to life-
threatening violence and suicide. 

 Current federal law addresses 
discrimination on the basis of race, 
color, national origin, religion, sex, 
and disability. LGBT students and 
their parents have little legal re-
course to redress for discrimination 
on the basis of sexual orientation or 
gender identity. 


����
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Same-sex marriage is legal: 
Canada, Spain, the Nether-
lands, Belgium, Norway, Swe-
den, South Africa, Portugal. 
 

Homosexual acts are punishable 
by death: Iran, Saudi Arabia, 
United Arab Emirates, Yemen, 
Mauritania, parts of Nigeria, 
and Sudan. 
 

Sanctions against homosexuals 
seem to be easing: China, Sin-
gapore, Cuba, Nepal. 
 

Sanctions seem to be tightening: 
Burundi, Nigeria, Russia, 
Uganda. 
 

—from Parade.com 

School statistics on discrimination 
 GLSEN surveyed 6,209 middle 
and high school students and found 
that:  

 Nearly 9 out of 10 LGBT stu-
dents (86.2 percent) experienced 
verbal harassment at school be-
cause of their sexual orientation. 
Over 44 percent reported being 
physically harassed, and 22 percent 
reported being physically assaulted. 

 Over 60 percent feel unsafe at 
school because of their sexual ori-
entation. 

 One-third of LGBT students 
(32.7 percent) missed a day of 
school in the past month because of 
feeling unsafe, five times higher 
than the national sample of all stu-
dents. 

 Students with a Gay-Straight 
Alliance in their schools were less 
likely to face harassment, less likely 
to feel unsafe at school, less likely 
to miss school, and more likely to 
feel a sense of community in their 
schools. 

 Supportive school staff contrib-
uted to greater academic achieve-
ment, higher educational aspira-
tions, and stronger sense of belong-
ing to the school community. 

 Only about one-third of students 
had a Gay-Straight Alliance or could 
identify supportive staff at their 
schools.  

  
—from GLSEN’s 2007 National School   

Climate Survey 


