
 It’s nearly spring and all 
the snow has melted! 
Please, no more snow, be-
cause there are things to 
look forward to and hope 
for, but not more snow. 

 I hope H.B. 176 passes 
the Ohio Senate, to protect 
all equally under the law. 

CHAPTER 
MEETINGS 

 
Akron PFLAG 
April 15, 7:00 pm 

N. Springfield Presbyt.  
671 N. Canton Rd. 

 
Cleveland PFLAG 

Apr. 13, May 11 
7:30 pm 

Trinity Episcopal  
2230 Euclid Ave,, 44115 

 
Alliance PFLAG 
April 27, 7:00 pm 

Union Ave. Methodist  
S. Union Ave. 

 
Wooster PFLAG 
April 15, 7:00 pm 

Universalist Fellowship  
3186 Burbank Rd. 

Please call ahead to confirm. 
 

Youngstown PFLAG 
April 18,  3:00 pm 

Stonewall Comm. Ctr.  
1523 Poland Ave. 
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health care reform law is 
enacted so that those who 
do not have health care cov-
erage will be covered. 

 I hope Rush Limbaugh 
and his campaign of hate, 
racism and homophobia 
goes away. Far away. 

 We can always hope 
and, even if there is a disap-
pointment or two, we can 
remain positive for the gains 
our cause achieves. Re-
member, we are not playing 
a nine-inning game or run-
ning a 26-mile marathon. No, 
this is a lifetime job. My hope 
is that each of us is up to it. 
Every day. Every week. 
Every month. Every year. 

 It’s going to be spring, 
and good things will happen!  

By Ed Kancler, Akron chapter president 

 I hope that the Proposi-
tion 8 trial has a favorable 
result so that all can be 
married equally under the 
law, and can have children 
and the right to be a family. 

 I hope “Don’t ask, don’t 
tell” falls into the ash can of 
history, so that men and 
women who serve our 
country can do so legally 
and equally under the law. 

 I hope as many Akron 
and Cleveland PFLAG 
members as possible can 
attend the annual State 
Meeting in Columbus on 
April 24. 

 I hope the same for 
attending Equality Ohio’s 
Lobby Day on May 19. 

 I hope a meaningful 

Congrats to new officers 
  

 The Akron chapter congratulates our new Executive 
Board: Ed Kancler, president; Bill Libby, vice president; Joe 
Gardner, secretary; and Trish Casserly, treasurer. 
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AKRON CHAPTER 
PO Box 5471  

Akron, OH 44334  
 

WWW .PFLAGAKRON .ORG 
 

HELPLINE:  
330-342-5825 

 

Executive Board 
President-Ed Kancler; VP-Bill Libby; 
Secretary-Joe Gardner; Treasurer-
Trish Casserly; At Large-David 
Horowitz, Marie Libby, Audrey 
Kancler, Joy Watts, Jim Lake, Sue & 
Chuck Magilavy, Bob Menapace 

 

Committee Chairs 
Membership-Trish Casserly; Program-
open; Publicity-Marie Libby; Library-
David Greene; Hospitality-Rada 
Jenkins; Newsletter-Audrey Kancler 

 

CLEVELAND CHAPTER 
615 Prospect St.  
Berea, OH 44017  

 

WWW .PFLAGCLEVELAND .ORG 
mail@pflagcleveland.org  

 

INFOLINE:  
216-556-1701 

 

Executive Board 
President-Sharon Groh-Wargo; VP-
Jes Sellers; Secretary-Marianne 
Buccini; Treasurer-Art Thomson; At 
Large-Alan & Margot Cohen, Craig 
Hoffman; Legislative Coordinator-Tom 
Roese; Newsletter-Pat Brandt; 
Snacks-Gail Smith; Librarian-Gene 
Ashley; Webmaster-Quentin Jamieson 

Our Mission 
 

 PFLAG promotes the health 
and well-being of gay, lesbian, 
bisexual, and transgender 
persons, their families and friends 
through SUPPORT to cope with 
an adverse society; EDUCATION 
to enlighten an ill-informed public; 
and ADVOCACY to end 
discrimination and to secure equal 
civil rights. 

 PFLAG provides opportunity 
for dialogue about sexual 
orientation and gender identity 
and acts to create a society that is 
healthy and respectful of human 
diversity. 
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North Coast Men’s Chorus Spring Concert “Too Marvelous for Words; The 
American Songbook” to benefit GLSEN, Saturday 8:00 p.m,; Sunday 3:00 p.m., 
Waegen Auditorium, Cleveland State University. Tickets 216-556-0590 or       
tickets@ncmchorus.org.  
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Learn about Northeast Ohio Alliance of College GSAs  with Michelle Nicolpo-
lis, Lambda advisor at Tri-C West, Trinity Episcopal Church Commons, 2230 
Euclid Ave,, 44115. This is an alternative program to the regular support group 
meeting.  
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National Day of Silence —Visit dayofsilence.org for events and information. 
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Lecture by best-selling Christian author Bishop Joh n Shelby Song , 7:30 
p.m., Trinity Episcopal Cathedral, 2230 Euclid Ave., Cleveland. Bishop Song was 
the first to ordain an openly gay priest and is an advocate for church reform. 
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Soul Force Ride for Equality  makes its last stop on a national bus tour of faith-
based colleges at Malone University in Canton for having a school conduct policy 
that includes a vague reference against “homosexual activity.” Panel discussion 
to be held at New Vision UCC that evening. Visit soulforce.org for info.  
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The Diversity Center Annual Walk, Rock & Run —8:30 a.m., The Rock and Roll 
Hall of Fame and Museum. 3-mile walk or 5K run.  Registration and info at http://
www.diversitycenterneo.org/walkandrock.asp. Proceeds benefit the Center’s in-
school programming in nine Northeast Ohio counties. 
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Miss Gay Akron American Pageant —77 South Adams St., Akron. Call 614-887-
6704 for contestant information. 
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Cleveland Pride Parade and Festival —Look for more info in future newsletters. 

 Equality Ohio, the University of 
Cincinnati Alliance, and Gender Bloc 
are hosting a free summit for LGBT 
and allied leaders in the college com-
munity working for equality April 10 
(9:00 a.m.) to April 11 (3:00 p.m.) at 
the Tangeman Center, 2600 Clifton 
Ave., Cincinnati.  

 This unique, all-day event sets out 
to inspire, empower, and support stu-
dents and young leaders ages 18-24 
who are working for LGBT equality in 
their communities. Topics include: 

 How can I balance life, work, 
school, and activism? 

 How do I start a new group or keep 
my group going after I graduate? 

 How do I engage with a hostile 
campus environment? 

 What is possible for LGBT student 
activism in Ohio? 

 For more information, contact 
kim@equalityohio.org or call 614-224-
0400. Local contact is 
jamiearoyce@gmail.com. 

CAUSE Conference 2010 

More on 
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 Oberlin College’s Theater and 
Dance Program will host a benefit 
performance of Jonathan Harvey’s 
“Beautiful Thing” in support of Cleve-
land PFLAG on April 23 at 8:00 p.m. 
at Hall Auditorium.  

 A portion of the tickets for that 
evening’s performance will be held in 
reserve for members of PFLAG as 
the special price of $5/adults, with 
free admission for high school stu-
dents. 

 Following the performance, the 
cast and audience are invited to par-
ticipate in a discussion about the 
play, followed by an informal recep-
tion with light refreshments. 

 Throughout the run of the play 
(April 21-24) the cast will solicit do-
nations to be given to a few nonprofit 
organizations dedicated to improving 
the quality of life for members of the 

Inaugural 
SynergyFest 
celebrates 
athletics 
 The 2014 Gay Games or-
ganizers are launching this multi-
sport event as an opportunity for 
the GLBT community and its 
supporters to celebrate the best 
in athletics. 

 SynergyFest will be held 
April 23-25 in Cleveland and wel-
comes individuals and teams in 
the following sports: volleyball, 
billiards, tennis, flag football, rac-
quetball, and squash. Register at 
synergyfest.org by clicking on 
the sport of your choice. Regis-
tration for most events will close 
April 16.  

“Beautiful Thing” benefit 
performance at Oberlin 

LGBTQ community, including 
Cleveland PFLAG. 

 “Beautiful Thing” is a hilarious 
urban fairy tale that tells the story of 
Jamie and Ste (short for Steve), 
teenage boys and neighbors in a 
working class housing project in 
south London. Over the course of 
one long, hot summer, the nature of 
their relationship begins to change 
from friendly to romantic, much to  
the surprise of the boys and their 
family and friends. It’s an endearing 
comedy about a boy who falls in love 
for the boy next door. “Beautiful 
Thing” speaks directly to the nature 
of love, life, and what it means to be 
a gay/questioning teenager in to-
day’s world. 

 For ticket information to the 
benefit performance (or any perform-
ance), call the Oberlin Central Ticket 
Service at 440-775-8169. Be sure to 

tell the 
agent you’re 
with the PFLAG 
group, so that you re-
ceive the special discount 
or free admission. 

 PFLAG Columbus is proud to 
host the State PFLAG meeting for 
Ohio on April 24 at the First Uni-
tarian Universalist Church of Co-
lumbus, 93 Weisheimer Rd., from 
8:00 a.m.-4:00 p.m.  

 “Looking to Tomorrow” is an 
opportunity for PFLAG chapters 
around the state to network, de-

velop ideas, and combine their efforts to make real changes for equality in our 
state. 

 Workshops include representatives from the ACLU and Youth First-
Dayton, Dayton author Katrina Kittle, and PFLAG National Midwest Field and 
Policy Coordinator Brooke Smith.  

 Cost is $30 (Early registration is $25 if postmarked by April 17). Send 
check payable to Columbus PFLAG with your name, address, phone, email, 
and PFLAG chapter. Please also note any special dietary restrictions. Mail to: 
PFLAG Columbus, P.O. Box: 10200, Columbus, Ohio 43201. 

 For more info, contact Dan Tepfer at dtepfer@ameritech.net or Barbara 
Byrd babbettebyrd@yahoo.com. 

State PFLAG meeting April 24 
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 Whether you are already regis-
tered for Lobby Day and just want to 
be ready or are questioning whether 
or not you want to attend this year, 
Local Action Team Training for 
Lobby Day is just what you’re look-
ing for!  

 On Wednesday, May 19, Equal-
ity Ohio will host the 5th Annual 
Lobby Day for Equality. In the 
last four years, we've made great 
strides in educating and creating 
relationships with our legisla-
tors.  As a result of all of your work, 
there is an good chance the Equal 
Housing and Employment Act 
(EHEA) will pass the Ohio Senate 
and be signed into law by Governor 
Strickland this year.  This will be the 
first pro-equality bill to ever become 
law in the state of Ohio.   

 We can't relax yet, however.  To 
make this opportunity a reality, it is 
more important now than ever that 
we keep talking, educating, and 
sharing our stories with our legisla-
tors - even the ones who probably 
will never support us.  

 Join us for a Local Action 
Team Training and get infor-
mation about the EHEA and 
other legislative priorities for 
this year, learn what progress 
has been made in the past 
year with your legislator, and 

practice and prepare with others 
from your area in advance of meet-
ing with your representative. 

 Below are three Local Action 
Team Training locations in North-
east Ohio.  You can register at 
equalityohio.org for the location that 
works the best for you.  Note: Al-
though recommended, attendance 
at Local Action Training for Lobby 
Day is not mandatory for Lobby Day 
participation. 
 
Northeast Ohio - Cleveland 
(morning) 
April 24, 10:00 a.m.-12:00 p.m. 
LGBT Community Center of Greater 
Cleveland 
6600 Detroit Ave. 
Cleveland, OH  44102 
216-651-5428 
 
Northeast Ohio - Cleveland 
(afternoon) 
April 24, 2:00 p.m.-4:00 p.m.  
Brownhoist Building 1st floor 4403 
Saint Clair Ave., N.E. (this location 
could change) 
Cleveland, OH  44103 
216-391-4833 

 
Northeast Ohio - 
Akron 
April 25, 2:00 p.m.-
4:00 p.m. 
Akron Pride Center 
895 N. Main St. 
Akron 44310 
330-785-0088 
 

 This year, a clos-
ing reception will be 

held following Lobby 
Day.  This is a great opportu-
nity to talk to legislators in a 
more relaxed environ-
ment.  For info, contact   
michele@equalityohio.org. 

 After you have been to 
Lobby Day and the reception, 
have dinner with us at Union, 
782 N. High St., Columbus, 

Register now for Lobby Day 2010 

It’s more important 

now than ever that 

we keep talking, 

educating and 

sharing our   

stories with our 

legislators. 

where 50 percent of your food bill 
will be donated back to Equality 
Ohio.  Also, Equalitini's will be the 
featured cocktail, and $1 of each 
Equalitini will be donated back to 
Equality Ohio as well. 

 Not registered for Lobby Day 
yet? Visit equalityohio.org to regis-
ter. Questions? Call 614-224-0400 
or email contactus@equalityohio. 
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 In September, H.B. 176 passed 
the Ohio House of Representatives. 
It has since languished in the Ohio 
Senate.  

 Equality Ohio is calling for a 
petition to motivate Senate Presi-
dent Bill Harris to bring the bill to the 
Rules Committee so it has a chance 
to reach the Senate floor for a vote. 
Harris sits on the committee and 
has not given H.B. 176 any hear-
ings thus far. 

 H.B. 176, otherwise known as 
the Equal Housing and Employment 
Act (EHEA) would prohibit discrimi-
nation on the basis of sexual orien-
tation and gender identity in hous-
ing, employment, and public accom-
modation. 

 Contact Sen. Harris today to 
help push this vital legislation for-
ward: 

Senate President Bill Harris 
Statehouse Rm. #201 

2nd Floor 
Columbus, OH 43215 

614-466-8086 
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In March, Kent State University 
opened the Lesbian, Gay, Bisex-
ual, Transgender and Queer 
(LGBTQ) Student Center. Located 
on the second floor of the Kent 
Student Center, the LGBTQ Stu-
dent Center serves as the aca-
demic and social hub for the uni-
versity’s lesbian, gay, bisexual, 
transgender and queer students. 

A March 11 grand opening 
included tours of the center’s office 
and remarks from Kent State 
President Lester A. Lefton, Equal-
ity Ohio Executive Director Sue 
Doerfer and two Kent State stu-
dents. Lefton told the audience that 
he believes strongly that all Kent 
State students are valuable and 
valued members of our richly di-
verse community and later stated 
in his weekly e-mail message to 
the Kent State community that the 
opening of the center is “one of 
many steps we will take in the 
coming months to achieve the goal 
of making our campuses welcom-
ing for all students, faculty, staff 
and visitors.”  

The new center houses Kent 

State’s Lesbian, Gay, Bisexual and 
Transgender Studies and offers 
varied services and resources to 
university students. The center will 
serve as a liaison between LGBTQ 
students and the administration 
and faculty. The office also will 
maintain a calendar of activities 
and events related to the LGBTQ 
community and coordinate pro-
grams with LGBTQ centers at 
other universities. 

The Center is a collaboration 
between the College of Arts and 
Sciences, the divisions of Diversity, 
Equity and Inclusion and Enroll-
ment Management and Student 
Affairs. Alfreda Brown, vice presi-
dent of Diversity, Equity and Inclu-

sion, said the center will help stu-
dents feel more connected at the 
university and will raise awareness 
of LGBTQ culture and inclusion. 

Kent State’s history of support-
ing Lesbian, Gay, Bisexual and 
Transgender studies goes back 
almost 40 years when it offered its 
first gay and lesbian issues course. 
It is also home to the Pride! Kent, 
formerly the Kent Gay Liberation 
Front, one of the oldest gay rights 
student organizations in the coun-
try. 

The LGBTQ Student Center is 
located in Room 226M in the Kent 
Student Center. It is staffed by vol-
unteers from Kent State’s Lesbian, 
Gay, Bisexual and Transgender 
Studies faculty and directed by 
Lesbian, Gay, Bisexual and Trans-
gender Studies Co-Coordinators 
Molly Merryman from the Depart-
ment of Justice Studies and Daniel 
Nadon from the School of Theatre 
and Dance. 

For more information on the 
Center, call the center at 330-672-
8008 or contact Merryman at 
mmerryma@kent.edu. 

Kent State opens LGBTQ Student Center 

The Ohio House of Represen-
tatives is considering a bill that 
would require public schools that 
teach sex education to include in-
formation about contraception. 
Currently, that is optional for local 
school districts and many choose 
to teach abstinence only. Daniel 
Sparks, a gay junior at Parma High 
School, recently testified in support 
of the bill in Columbus. 

“As a gay student, how can I 
be expected to uphold a standard 
of abstinence-until-marriage when I 
live in a state where I cannot 
marry?” he asked. 

Sparks said he has repeatedly 
requested a meeting with the 
school board and administrators in 
his district to consider broadening 
its sex education policy, to no 
avail. 

House Bill 316 would require 
all Ohio public schools that teach 
sex ed to teach a comprehensive 
model, including information about 
contraceptives. It would allow par-
ents to withhold their students from 
the class if they objected to the 
content. Statehouse observers say 
it is unlikely to pass this year. 

 

Student speaks against abstinence-only education 



Editors’ note: You may 
have read in our Feb-
ruary newsletter about 
the passing of Margot 
Cohen, longtime mem-
ber of Cleveland 
PFLAG. This column was one of 
the last items Margot wrote for 
publication. It appeared the quar-
terly newsletter of the retirement 
home where she lived. 

 What do you do if your child 
or grandchild “comes out” to you 
and tells you that he or she is 
gay? 

 If you’re like most recipients 
of this surprising news, you’ll 
probably go through several 
stages: anger, denial, confusion, 
questioning, etc. 

 When this happened to us, 
eventually someone told us about 
PFLAG (Parents, Family and 
Friends of Lesbians and Gays). 
We began to attend monthly 
meetings. PFLAG helped open 
essential lines of communication 
about our child’s sexual orienta-
tion between her and us, her lov-
ing parents. 

 The main thing we learned 
was that we were not alone—not 
alone in our questioning, in our 
confusion, in our fears for our 
child’s safety, health and well-
being. Our feelings and doubts 
were universal, and manageable. 

 This is crucial because no 
group of kids and/or grandchil-
dren needs parenting or grand-
parenting quite so much as gays. 
They need our unconditional love 
and heartfelt support as not other 
segment of society. 

 Our acceptance of our child’s 
sexual orientation was made 
much easier by PFLAG, and we 
owe that organization a huge debt 
of gratitude.  

 Census data gives a 
snapshot of the LGBT 
community and informs 
many of the public and 
private policy proposals 
that impact the lives of 
LGBT individuals and 
their families. Accurate 
data is critical and re-
search has documented 
considerable undercounts of same-
sex couples in 1990 and 2000.  

 So, how do you make your rela-
tionship count when the Census 
does not ask for sexual orientation? 

 The Williams Institute, which 
process Census data, is working 
with the U.S. Census Bureau to in-
crease the number of same-sex 
couples who identify themselves in 
2010. 

 Although the 2010 Census does 
not ask about sexual orientation or 

gender identity, LGBT 
people living with a 
spouse or partner can 
identify their relationship 
by checking either the 
“husband and wife” or 
“unmarried partner” box, 
based on how you identify 
your relationship. 

 This Census will be the first to 
report counts of both same-sex 
partners and same-sex spouses. 
The person filling out the form 
(Person 1) will be asked to identify 
how all other individuals in the 
household are related to him or her. 

 The Census also asks about 
each person’s sex. Transgender 
respondents should select the sex 
with which they identify, marking 
only one box. 

  For more information, visit 
www.pflagdetroit.org. 

“I’m gay” 
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By Alan and Margot Cohen 

Gays and the Census 

 Archbishop Desmond Tutu 
spoke with Time magazine last 
month on everything from his faith, 
to Haiti, to the World Cup. He also 
had some things to say about gays 
and lesbians. 

 When asked if he supported the 
appointment of gay and lesbian 
clergy, Tutu said, “Of course. If I 
don’t support them, why support the 
appointment of any other person? 
Their sexuality is as much a part of 
who they are as my race is. They 
don’t choose it. I don’t choose it. 
Two of my chaplains when I was 
Archbishop were gay. One is now a 
bishop, and the other is dean of a 
cathedral. 

 Separately, he warned in a 
Washington Post article that Africa 
must not take a step backward with 
regard to gay rights. He referenced 
recent controversial legislation in 

Uganda calling for 
life imprisonment 
or the death pen-
alty for active ho-
mosexuals. Simi-
lar discriminatory 
legislation has 
been debated in 
Rwanda and Burundi. 

 “Gay, lesbian, bisexual and 
transgendered people are part of so 
many families. They are part of the 
human family. They are part of 
God’s family. And, of course, they 
are part of the African family. But a 
wave of hate is spreading across 
my beloved continent. People are 
again being denied their fundamen-
tal rights and freedoms.” 

 “It is time to stand up against 
another wrong,” he wrote. “Our les-
bian and gay brothers and sisters 
across Africa are living in fear.” 

Words of wisdom 


