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A
YEAR
OF

HOPLES

By Ed Kancler, Akron chapter president

Couples are getting
married all over the place!
New Hampshire! Argentina!
Mexico City! Where next?
That year of 2009 opened
many doors and some al-
tars, but also closed doors
to people in love with and
committed to each other.
Now it is 2010, a year that
only existed in science fic-
tion stories when | was
younger.

What will the new year
bring? Let’s be optimistic
and realistic. There is a good
chance our beloved Ohio
Senate will pass H.B. 176.
The court action in California
may go in favor of marriage
for all. We have the Matthew
Shepard Law. States here
and countries around the
world are seriously consider-
ing laws for equality. So,
there’s always hope.

Appreciation to our donors

By Sharon Groh-Wargo, Cleveland chapter president

PFLAG Cleveland benefits from the

The other side of the
coin it the home for those
who hate, mindless and ig-
norant to the core. We can
only hope that someday rea-
son will bring those people
some kind of sense, and to
appreciate the fact that we
are all human beings, we
arrived here the same way,
and we are all entitled to be
here. Not some. All. Happy
New Year 2010. Our hopes
are high!
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contributions of its many dedicated
members and allies. Periodically, | think it
appropriate to give special recognition to
those persons whose contribution includes
a significant monetary donation:

Bronze ($100-$249)

Ed and Phyllis Branham; Marianne and James
Buccini; Sharon and Frank Groh-Wargo; Sharyl
Kriete and Shannon Hanna; Ted Lucas; David
Ream; Gail and Steve Smith; Joyce and Bob
Strommen

Michael Parker, Troy Kaczorowski and Friends;
Suri Pola and David Spencer; Robin Richmond
and Judith Wolfe

Gold ($500-$999)
Robert Dubbs and Tim Leiden; Art Thomson

Founder ($1000+)/Gold ($500-$999)
Jane and Bob Daroff; Jes Sellers and Art
Thomson

These generous donations help to
underwrite our support, education, and
advocacy activities. Please join me in
recognizing these members and allies.

CHAPTER
MEETINGS

Akron PFLAG
Jan. 21
7:00 pm
N. Springfield Presbyt.
671 N. Canton Rd.

Cleveland PFLAG
Jan. 12, Feb. 9
7:30 pm

Trinity Episcopal
2230 Euclid Ave,, 44115

Alliance PFLAG
Jan. 26
7:00 pm
Union Ave. Methodist
S. Union Ave.

Wooster PFLAG
Jan. 21
7:00 pm
Universalist Fellowship

3186 Burbank Rd.
Please call ahead to confirm.

Youngstown PFLAG
Jan. 17
3:00 pm
Stonewall Comm. Citr.
1523 Poland Ave.
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Scholarship opportunities
With the economy down and college costs ris-
ing, here are two opportunities to help with a col-
o lege education:
Our Mission

PFLAG promotes the health
and well-being of gay, lesbian,
bisexual, and transgender
persons, their families and friends
through SUPPORT to cope with
an adverse society; EDUCATION
to enlighten an ill-informed public;
and ADVOCACY to end
discrimination and to secure equal
civil rights.

PFLAG provides opportunity
for dialogue about sexual
orientation and gender identity
and acts to create a society that is
healthy and respectful of human
diversity.

AKRON CHAPTER
PO Box 5471
Akron, OH 44334

WWW.PFLAGAKRON.ORG

HELPLINE:
330-342-5825

Executive Board

President-Ed Kancler; VP-Chris
Goldthorpe; Secretary-Joe Gardner;
Treasurer-Bob Menapace; At Large-
David Horowitz, Bill & Marie Libby,
Audrey Kancler, Trish Casserly, Joy
Watts, Jim Lake, Sue & Chuck
Magilavy

Committee Chairs

Program-Chris Goldthorpe; Publicity-
Marie Libby; Hospitality-Rada Jenkins;
Library-David Greene; Newsletter-
Audrey Kancler

CLEVELAND CHAPTER
615 Prospect St.
Berea, OH 44017

WWW.PFLAGCLEVELAND.ORG
mail@pflagcleveland.org

INFOLINE:
216-556-1701

Executive Board

President-Sharon Groh-Wargo; VP-
Jes Sellers; Secretary-Marianne
Buccini; Treasurer-Art Thomson; At
Large-Alan & Margot Cohen, Craig
Hoffman; Legislative Coordinator-Tom
Roese; Newsletter-Pat Brandt;
Snacks-Gail Smith; Librarian-Gene
Ashley; Webmaster-Quentin Jamieson

PFLAG National Scholarships

Scholarships of $500-$2,500 are awarded to
articulate and accomplished high school seniors
who demonstrate great promise for future contribu-
tion to our society and to the cause of rights and
recognition for LGBT people.

Online is application at www.PFLAG.org/
scholarships. Essay is required. Deadline for sub-
mission is March 12.

COLAGE Scholarship

COLAGE is a national movement of children,
youth and adults with one or more LGBTQ parents.
It builds community and works toward social justice
through youth empowerment, leadership development, education and advocacy.

The Lee Dubin Memorial Scholarship is awarded to undergraduate college
students with an LGBTQ parent.

Online application will be available February 1 at www.colage.org/programs/
academic/LeeDubinMemorialSchol.

uds 2\ HAPPENING

PLEXUS Annual Meeting/Networking Night , 5:30 p.m., The Ritz-
Carlton, 1515 W. 3rd St., Cleveland 44113. Cleveland Mayor Frank Jack-

son is scheduled to speak. PLEXUS provides proactive business develop-
ment for the LGBT business community and allies.

Gender Queer Spirituality , 7:00 p.m., Franklin Circle Christian Church,
1688 Fulton Rd., Cleveland. Presentation and discussion open to all. For
info call 216-228-7286.

Storytelling Training Webinar , noon-3:00 p.m. CST, offered by Luther-
ans Concerned/North America. Learn to tell your stories compelling and
strategically to achieve full inclusion. Register: benr@Ilcna.org or 615-665-

0861.

No Name-Calling Week —Hundreds of schools across the country will
engage in educational activities aimed at ending bullying of all kinds. Co-
ordinated by GLSEN. See article on page 3.

March 18-28—Cleveland International Film Festival
April 24 State—PFLAG Meeting in Columbus
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No Name-Calling Week

Coordinated by GLSEN in col-
laboration with over 40 national edu-
cation organizational partners, No
Name-Calling Week (January 25-29)
is an annual week of educational
activities aimed at ending verbal bul-
lying of all kinds by providing schools
with the tools and inspiration to
launch ongoing dialogue with fami-
lies and students.

The Creative Expression Contest
is an opportunity for students to sub-
mit essays, poetry, music, original
artwork, or other pieces that convey
their experiences and feelings about

Elder
Issues

Policy Report

An updated report detailing
public policy issues affecting
LGBT elders is now available
through The National Gay and
Lesbian Task Force.

Outing Age 2010: Public Policy
Issues Affecting Lesbian, Gay, Bi-
sexual and Transgender (LGBT) Eld-
ers is an update to the groundbreak-
ing Outing Age report issued in 2000.
It presents an in-depth look at the
policy challenges facing millions of
LGBT people in the United States.

The report covers topics such
as: caregiving, social isolation and
housing; health care and insurance,
HIV/AIDS, chronic disease, public
health programs; discrimination, do-
mestic violence and elder abuse;
financial and family security.

The report includes policy rec-
ommendations for government on
many of these topics. It also high-
lights programs currently in place
and how to find and apply for them.

name-calling and their ideas for put-
ting a stop to verbal bullying in their
schools and communities.

Judging categories include Pri-
mary (Grades K-5), Middle School
(Grades 6-8) and, for the first time,
High School (Grades 9-12). Students
are encouraged to work on their pro-
jects during the week to submit by
February 26.

For contest details, parent re-
sources, and tips for involving your
school in No Name-Calling Week,
visit www.nonamecallingweek.org.

Download the full 168-page at:
www.thetaskforce.org/
reports_and_research/
outing_age_2010.

Lesbian History Project

Old Lesbians Organizing for
Change is collecting the stories of
lesbians 70 and older as part of a
project committed to remembering
the lives of these older women.

This often invisible population
who lived lives of strength and love
in a hostile society and are now
gradually dying, their stories lost for-
ever. OLOC wants to preserve their
“herstories.”

If you would like to contribute
your story or the story of a lesbian
friend or mentor, visit www.oloc.org.

Akron PFLAG
welcomes
CMU students

Our Akron chapter was hon-
ored to greet 12 guests from Cen-
tral Michigan University at its De-
cember meeting and Christmas
party.

The students were participat-
ing in their school’s Alternative
Studies program which brought
them to the Cleveland LGBT cen-
ter to help with repairs and main-
tenance. The group was half-
straight, half-LGBT and totally
human.

The meeting opened our eyes
to an open-minded group of
young people whose sensitivities
augur very well for the future of
relationships in our society.

Thanks so very much to CMU
and Jennifer, Patti, Katy, the two
Joes, Nick, Meghan, Brendon,
Kyle, Emily, Tom and Robert for
being with us. And a special
thanks to Trish Casserly for bring-
ing these terrific young people to
our attention.

Akron Chapter
Elections

The February chapter meet-
ing will include election of officers
for the coming year. If you are
interested in serving in a position,
or would like to nominate some-
one who is, please contact chap-
ter President Ed Kancler at 330-
963-7758 or by mail at PFLAG,
PO Box 5471, Akron, OH 44334.
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Our members INCTION!

Members of Akron PFLAG con-
tinually and in various ways promote
PFLAG and seek to educate others
regarding LGBT issues. We'd like to
recognize their recent efforts and
activism.

Rabbi David Horowitz, who also
serves as vice president of PFLAG
National, has spoken at three differ-
ent venues: a class at the Akron Po-
lice Academy in October; a psychol-
ogy class at Kent State University in
December; and a large group at a
Gay-Straight Alliance (GSA)- spon-
sored program at Strongsville High
School.

Ed Kancler, our chapter presi-
dent, spoke to a group of about 50
people at a GSA meeting at Mt. Un-
ion College in November.

Joe Gardner, speaking to his
Medical Lab Technology class, came
out as transgendered, MTF.

David Greene
once again par-
ticipated in
the North
Coast Men's
Chorus holiday
concert, “Snow
Biz,” in mid-
December.

Marie and Bill Libby continue
their involvement with the Hudson
schools, most recently working to
ensure that the district’s hiring policy
includes “sexual orientation” in its
non-discrimination listings.

Joy Watts serves on the national
board of Reconciling Ministries Net-
work, which is a movement of United

Methodist individuals, congregations,
campus ministries, and other groups
working for the full participation of all
people, regardless of sexual orienta-
tion in the United Methodist Church.

(For info, visit www.RMNetwork.org.)

She serves on the board of an
associated group, Parents Reconcil-
ing Network, a visible witness of par-
ents in support of ending the denomi-
nation’s anti-
homosexual
stance and pro-
viding their ho-
mosexual chil-
dren the same
rights as others
in the church.

She also

serves on the

East Ohio

United Method-

ist Church

Commission on Religion and Race.

Vince Morvatz, however, tops
the list for involvement in community
LGBT advocacy, fundraising, and
entertainment events. He offered this
list of his recent endeavors as a way
to prove that there is plenty to do in
Northeast Ohio for LGBT and to
challenge others to be aware and
involved.

In October, Vince attended the
National Equality March in Washing-
ton, DC. You can read about his ex-
perience in our December newslet-
ter. He also enjoyed Leatherbowl
2009, a charity fundraiser hosted by
the Iron Eagles and Rangers, Inc.,
and the wide variety of talent at the
Cabaret Q Showcase during Out in
Akron.

In November, Vince went to Ply-
mouth Church UCC for a panel dis-
cussion of the film “Call Me Malcolm”
on transgender, and thoroughly en-
joyed a benefit piano concert by Ta-
tsuya Nagashime for the Community
AIDS Network. “We were lucky to
have such a talented, professionally

trained concert pianist in our locale
to give us such awesome entertain-
ment.”

Vince also participated in the
Human AIDS Ribbon with about 90
other people at the McKinley Memo-
rial in Canton to raise local aware-
ness of this epidemic.

In December, Vince a documen-
tary and portions of the Names Pro-
ject AIDS Memorial Quilt for World
AIDS Day at MetroHealth Medical
Center, toured the Lorain County
AIDS Task Force open house, and
saw more of the quilt panels at the
Kent Stark and Stark State cam-
puses. He also attended an interfaith
church service in remembrance of
AIDS victims in Oberlin.

For the holidays, he enjoyed a
Sugar Plum Tour of five decorated
homes in the Akron area to benefit
the Gay Community Endowment
Fund, the
North Coast
Men’s Chorus
holiday con-
cert, and was f
one of over y .
40 readers in . ‘
the Northeast Y
Ohio premier o
of “Elegies for
Angels, .
Punks and e o N
Raging ) RO
Queens” to
benefit the
Community AIDS Network.

On New Year’s Eve Vince spent
time at Akron First Night and noted
the Gay New Year's Eve Gala on
Glenmount Avenue that benefited
Violet's Cupboard that same night.

And Vince did all of this between
October and the end of December!
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Gays a no-no for Salvation Army

Some LGBT people think twice
about putting money in the red Sal-
vation Army kettles during the holi-
day season. Many have learned that
the Salvation Army not only discrimi-
nates against LBGT people in its
recruiting practices, but also lobbies
to force governments to uphold its
own beliefs on sexuality.

According to its mission state-
ment, the Salvation Army “does not
discriminate on the basis of sexual
orientation in the delivery of ser-
vices,” it does discourage LGBT peo-
ple from volunteering in its ranks.

"The Army regards the origins of
a homosexual orientation as a mys-
tery and does not regard a homosex-
ual disposition as blameworthy in
and of itself or rectifiable at will,”
reads its website. “Nevertheless,
while we are not responsible for what

we are, we are accountable for what
we do; and homosexual conduct, like
heterosexual conduct, is controllable
and may be morally evaluated there-
fore in light of scriptural teaching.

"For this reason, such practices,
if unrenounced, render a person in-
eligible for Salvation Army soldier-
ship."

According to 365Gay.com, in
2004 the Army threatened to close
all of its soup kitchens in New York
City if the government enacted do-
mestic partnership legislation. Ac-
cording to a Washington Post article,
it also negotiated with the Bush ad-
ministration in 2001 to ensure that
faith-based organizations receiving
federal monies could nonetheless
discriminate against LGBT people in
their hiring practices.

Out mayor makes history

Houston is now
the largest city in the
nation to have an
openly gay mayor.

“[T]he voters of
Houston have
opened the doors to
history,” Annise
Danette Parker said
in her acceptance
speech in Decem-
ber. “I acknowledge
that. | embrace that.
| know what this win means to many
of us who thought we could never
achieve high office. | know what it
means. | understand, because | feel
it, too.”

Parker won the election in a run-
off that got ugly when social conser-
vatives mounted a campaign to turn
voters against her because of her
sexual orientation. Parker is raising
three children with her partner, Kathy

Hubbard.

She got an edge
with voters, according
to an article in the
Houston Chronicle,
because of her
straightforward talk
about finances during
the recent recession
and her experience as
the city’s controller.

Several smaller
cities in other regions have chosen
openly gay mayors, among them
Providence, R.l., Portland, Ore., and
Cambridge, Mass. But, as noted by
The New York Times, Parker’s suc-
cess came in a conservative state
where voters have outlawed gay
marriage and a city where a referen-
dum on granting benefits to same-
sex partners of city employees was
soundly defeated.

New Jersey
defeats gay
marriage

The Associated Press re-
ports that New Jersey's state
Senate defeated a bill to legal-
ize gay marriage on January 7,
leaving it unlikely the state will
have a gay marriage law in the
very near future.

The bill needed 21 votes to
pass; only 14 senators ap-
proved the measure.

Gay rights advocates had
pushed hard to get the bill
passed before Jan. 19, when
Republican Chris Christie be-
comes governor, according to
the AP report. Democratic Gov.
Jon Corzine promised to sign
the bill if approved by the Legis-
lature but Christie has said he
would veto it.

New Jersey offers civil un-
ions that grant the legal rights of
marriage to gay couples. Five
states—Connecticut, lowa, Mas-
sachusetts, New Hampshire,
and Vermont-allow gay mar-
riage.



Page 6

Northeast Ohio PFLAG

A decade of progress on

The past decade has brought
significant progress in many areas
addressing the advancement of
equality for LGBT people in the
United States, with mixed reviews in
others, according to a recent report
by the LGBT Movement Advance-
ment Project and the Evelyn & Wal-
ter Haas., Jr., Fund. The full report is
available at www.Ilgbtmap.org.

Anti-Discrimination

The report found that the number
of states banning discrimination
based on sexual orientation in-
creased 83 percent between 2000
and 2009. That affected an 80 per-
cent increase in the number of peo-
ple protected by these laws. Overall,
today 134 million Americans are now
living in states where discrimination
based on sexual orientation has
been outlawed, an increase of 64
million over the decade. In addition,
Fortune 500 companies that protect
workers based on sexual orientation
grew from 51 to 88 percent.

An even more remarkable in-
crease occurred for gender identity
non-discrimination. The number of
states with this protection rose from
1 to 14, representing nearly 30 per-
cent of the population nationwide.
The percentage of Fortune 500 com-
panies that protect workers based on
gender identity rose even more dra-
matically, from 0.6 percent to 35 per-

cent.
Marriage Equality

Similar gains were made in the
area of family recognition. In 2000,
no state extended the freedom to
marry to same-sex couples; one
state gave broad recognition to
same-sex relationships and one of-
fered limited recognition. In 2009,
five states extended marriage to
same-sex couples (New Jersey and
DC were listed as “pending”), six
offered broad recognition, and seven
offer limited recognition. Overall, the
number of Americans living in a state
that offers at least some protections
to same-sex couples nearly tripled,
from 12.7 to 37.2 percent.

However, on the opposite side of
this issue, in 2000 only 5 states had
blocked marriage equality through a
statewide vote. Today, 31 have done
so, including 29 states that amended
their constitutions to prohibit the rec-
ognition of same-sex marriages.

Public support for marriage
equality has grown from 35 percent
in 2000 to 39 percent today; and
there has been an even larger in-
crease in support for relationship
recognition, from 45 to 57 percent.

Protection from Violence

The 2009 Matthew Shepard and
James Byrd, Jr. Hate Crimes Pre-
vention Act became the first federal
law to specifically protect LGBT peo-
ple. The number of openly LGBT
elected officials in America rose 73
percent, from 257 to 445.

In 2000, only one state had a
safe school law that specifically cited
sexual orientation and gender iden-
tity/expression for protection; by
2009 that rose to 13 states. The

LGBT rights

number of Gay-Straight Alliance
clubs in high schools grew from 700
to 4,700, a nearly six-fold increase.
However, the percentage of LGBT
students who report hearing homo-
phobic remarks in school has re-
mained over 99 percent, and LGBT
students who report experiencing
harassment in school edged up from
83 to 86 percent.

Don't Ask, Don't Tell

Public support for the right of
LGBT people to serve in the military
rose from 62 to 75 percent in the
past decade. However, the U.S. mili-
tary has continued to discharge hun-
dreds of gay and lesbian service
members, with the cumulative num-
ber of discharges under the 1993
policy nearly doubling.

Health

New HIV infections among ado-
lescent and adult men who have sex
with men grew 10 percent.



